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of the others. I write from my own opinions and principles,
and can have no view but that of serving the cause at my
heart; I never shall profit by any minister or ministry.
I am ready to part with anything, and one day or other
you will know my sincerity and disinterestedness, but
I scorn ostentation, and am content to do the thing that
is right.

I am highly diverted with your story of Johnson; but,
like him, I must do justice: I admire him for not retracting
his applause8. But he surprises me by suspecting Steevens.
Nobody else guesses but one author; and when I wonder
at their guess, and plead that person's extreme indolence,
and how impossible that he should take such pains, they
cry, * But who else is capable of writing so well ?' is it
possible to answer that with truth ? For the comment you
honour me by requiring, I will with pride undertake it, if
you accept of me, but I give you notice that I decay every
day, inwardly as well as outwardly; nay, I have nothing
left but my thumbs that are not lame, and I tremble lest
I should soon be quite incapable of using my hands at all.
You must send me, or bring me the other comment, for
I kept no copy of it, nor remember a syllable of it, nor the
style; and I should wish it to be as uniform as I can make
it in my present debility, and without repetitions.

Who is Mr. Buncombe4 ? Consider how few persons I see,
and how little I know beyond my own sphere. All my
labours tend to preserve union, that if the present system
blows up, as I apprehend it will, a respectable force may

3 Mason had caused a copy of Ms     the preface afterwards he gravely

recently    published   Archaeological     said, " I find the author is no friend

Epistle to Dean Milles to be sent to     of mine, nevertheless I cannot gain-

Dr. Johnson.   The latter, according     say his poetical talents."'     (Corre-

to Mason, * read the poem before the     spondence   of Walyole   and   Mason,

preface, and thinking all that was     vol. ii. p. 252.)

said there was ironical, pronounced        * Henry Buncombe, of Copgrove,

it to be super excellent; on reading     Yorkshire, M.P. for York county.the majority of
